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Courtesy photo

ON THE COVER
A Basic Combat Training Soldier tosses a 
hand grenade on the post’s assault course. 
SEE PAGES 12-13



‘The Army saved my life’
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Thomas Jackson, band master and commander of the 282nd Army Band, administers the reenlistment oath to Staff Sgt. 
Brian Mackie Feb. 2 at the band hall on post. ‘Just because I’ve become promoted doesn’t mean there are no challenges in front of me,’ he said.

Photos by JENNIFER STRIDE
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Staff Sgt. Brian Mackie plays bass 
guitar with the Army Rock Band 
during a Dec. 6 concert for Sol-
diers at the Solomon Center See LIFE: Page 11



By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader
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Vision quest
Above, Marilynn Bailey, with Army Commu-
nity Service, and Malissa Welch, Fort Jack-
son SARC, build their vision boards during 
the Professional Mentorship Network – Fe-
male Forum luncheon Jan. 26. During the 
luncheon members were sat next to others 
with common interests and encouraged to 
build new relationships.  Left, Staff Sgt. Rhi-
annon Gonzalez continues work on her Vi-
sion Board. 
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Continued from Page 3
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Col. James Ellerson Jr., Fort Jackson’s garri-
son commander, and Kevin Nation, the post’s 
tax assistance on-site coordinator, cut the rib-
bon Feb. 9 opening the Tax Assistance Office.
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Leader file photo

Staff Sgt. Heather Marie Jacques, a drill sergeant with Foxtrot Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment, prac-
tices with an M4 rifle on Fort Jackson’s Argentan Range last October during master marksmanship training.
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Leader file photo

Pvt. Vanessa DaSilva, Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 34th In-
fantry Regiment, leads her squad over the low wall at the Fit 
to Win Endurance course on Fort Jackson.

See COMBAT: Page 7
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We are 
already 

fully gender 
integrated 
in how we 

operate, how 
we train, and 
how we lead 

Soldiers.

—  LT. COL. JAMES ALLEN,
Fort Jackson G3
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Leader file photos

Above, female Soldiers participate in some of the courses required as part of Basic Combat Training on Fort 
Jackson. Senior military officials recently revealed plans to integrate women into combat roles, a process which 
will require training and education evaluation at every level from recruits to the highest levels of leadership.
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By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader
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A sergeant with dependents:
 $1,392 a month ...

���

2016 BAH RATES

less than

2015.

A sgt. maj. with dependents:
$1,773 a month ...

��� less than

2015.

A lt. colonel with dependents:
$2,067 a month ...

���� less than

2015.
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Battle buddy and fellow band member, Staff Sgt. 
Jessica Smith, gives Staff Sgt. Brian Mackie a 
congratulatory hug Feb. 2 after Mackie’s promo-
tion ceremony and reenlistment.

Photo by JENNIFER STRIDE
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IN FOCUS

‘A POWERFUL
EXPERIENCE’
Hand grenade course offers unique 
learning opportunities to new Soldiers

By SGT. 1ST CLASS BRIAN HAMILTON
108th Training Command (IET) Public Affairs

����������	
�������	�
������
��	
�������	���
�	����
�����������
����
��	�
�������	������������
������
 �	�!��
�
����
	�����
�����������"�	���		��
����#"�	�
�����	���$��
���	� �	� ���	� %������� 	���� 	�� 	�� ����
��������������	��������	����&���	�
��
��
�
�������
����
���� ���	�	�
�����&���������	�������
�	��	����'	�
����(���'���
��)

*�� 	�� ������������
���� ���� �
���� �� ���
��� ��� �	��
	
����	�����������	�������� �����	�����������	���
��� 
���
��
�
������������	�	���
+�����
	�������
���� ����������	� ���� ������� 	����	�� 
��  ������� ����
	��������
	�������������������	���	���
����������

�����������������
	
���)�

,��	
���	��������������������	���������������
	��
�������� ������
���	��	�	�����
���
��	��
�
���	�	�	���
���� �������� 	��� 	��� 	���	� ����
 ���-� ��
�� �	����
��	)� %���	��� .��	
��� �� ��
��� �������	� �
	� ����
��
�������)

�������	��	
��
��	��&��	����������
 ���	�����	�	
���
	����
��� �'���
����� �� ������� �
��� 	
�/� �� ����������
�
����� 	�� 	��	� ������
��(�� ���
���� �������	��� �
�
	��
 �	� ����� �������� �� ������ ��� ����
��� ���� ����
���
�
	
��	��	����������	)

.��	
�� ����� 	�� ������� �������� 	��� 0��	� ���	���
1����2���
���	����	��������������
�	)�3�������
	������
���������	����	��������	������
����	����������� ������
�������
�
���	
����	���������	���	�����
 ��)���

,2���������������
���	
��
��������	��4������	�	
��
��������
��	������	����	�	� �������
	�����
����������	�
�����	��
	�������������������	���������������	� ��
	��
���	�����	����	�
��������	�5���������
����	���
������
&���	�������	�����	�-�.��	
����
�)

,������������������������	���������
��	�������	�
�
��� ����� ������� �'���	�	
����� 	��� ��������� �	���
�
�&���	�	����� �������������
��� ��)-

.��	
������
����	������������� �������	��	��
��
������������
�	����	��������	�	���	����	�������
���� ������������
�����
������ ���
�����	� ��� ��� 
��
���	����+�����������
������
� �������
	������0����	��
	��
�
������
������	��������)

,�	(�� �� ��������� �'���
����� 	�� ���� �
	
5���� 	�����
�����������
�
�
����	������
����
������		������������-�
����
�)

,!���������������	������	����������	��
�����������
������������	��
�������������)�6�	���������������	�

	� 	����� 	�� ������������
��)���	� ��	�������������
	��
�
�����������������������	�������	�	���������	�
 �
�	
���	��	��1����
���������������������)-

Photos by SGT. 1ST CLASS BRIAN HAMILTON
While training on the hand grenade assault course, Soldiers are 
tasked with combining individual movement techniques with cover 
and concealment while engaging targets in bunkers and trenches.



Col. James Ellerson Jr., 
garrison commander, 

presents firefighter Shane 
W. Morris an achievement 

medal for civilian service for 
outstanding service during 

the October flooding. 

Photo by JENNIFER STRIDE
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Fort Jackson’s African American
History Month celebration

The post’s annual African American/Black 
History Month Observance takes place 11:30 
a.m., Feb. 26, at the Fort Jackson NCO Club. 
The guest speaker for the event is Bobby Don-
aldson, faculty principal of Preston Residential 
College and director of Columbia SC 63: 
Our Story Matters, a documentary history 
initiative that chronicles the struggle for civil 
rights and social justice in South Carolina.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ A CENTURY OF BLACK LIFE, HISTORY AND CULTURE ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

See HISTORY: Page 17



WORSHIP SCHEDULE
ANGLICAN/LITURGICAL

Sunday
8:30 a.m., worship, Bayonet Chapel 

CATHOLIC
Sunday
� 7:30 a.m., Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, Solomon Center
� 8 a.m., Mass, Solomon Center
� 10:30 a.m., Reconciliation (after Mass 
or by appointment), Main Post Chapel
� 11 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel

Monday through Thursday, first 
Friday
11:30 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel

Wednesday
7 p.m., Rosary, Main Post Chapel

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday
11:30 a.m., worship, Anderson Street 
Chapel

JEWISH
Sunday
� 9:15 a.m., worship, Memorial 
Chapel
� 10:15 a.m., fellowship, Post Confer-
ence Room

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunday
9:30 a.m., worship, Anderson Street 
Chapel
Wednesday
� 3 p.m., Family social, Anderson 

Street Chapel
� 7 p.m., scripture study, Anderson 
Street Chapel

MUSLIM
Sunday
8 a.m., Islamic studies, Main Post 
Chapel

Friday
12:45 a.m., Jumah services, Main Post 
Chapel

PAGAN
Sunday
11 a.m., Pagan Circle Sacred Well Con-
gregation meeting, Magruder Chapel

PROTESTANT
Sunday 
� 9 a.m., service, McCrady Chapel 
(SCARNG), McCrady Training Center 
� 9 a.m., Hispanic service, Magruder 
Chapel
� 9:30 a.m., service, Main Post Chapel
� 9:30 a.m., Chapel Next Bible study, 
Bayonet Chapel
� 10 a.m., worship, Daniel Circle Cha-
pel
� 10:45 a.m., Sunday School, Main 
Post Chapel
� 11 a.m., service, Memorial Chapel
� 11 a.m., Chapel Next, Bayonet Cha-
pel
� 5 p.m., youth group, Chaplain Family 
Life Center

Monday
7 p.m., Protestant Men of the Chapel 

Bible study, Chaplain Family Life Center

Tuesday
9 a.m., Protestant Women of the Chapel 
Bible study, Main Post Chapel

Wednesday
7 p.m., gospel Bible study, Daniel Circle 
Chapel

Thursday
11:45 a.m., Fresh Encounter Bible study, 
Chaplain Family Life Center

ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS
Anderson Street Chapel, 2335 Ander-
son St., 751-7032
Bayonet Chapel, 9476 Kemper St., 
751-6322/4542
Chaplain Family Life Center, 751-4961 
Daniel Circle Chapel, 3359 Daniel 
Circle, 751-1297/4478
Education Center, 4581 Scales Ave.
Installation Chaplain’s Office, 4475 
Gregg St., 751-3121/6318
McCrady Chapel, 3820 McCrady Road 
(at McCrady Training Center)
Magruder Chapel, 4360 Magruder Ave., 
751-3883
Main Post Chapel, 4580 Scales Ave., 
751-6469/6681
Memorial Chapel, 4470 Jackson Blvd., 
751-7324
U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School, 
10100 Lee Road, 751-8887
Warrior Chapel (120th Adjutant Gen-
eral Battalion), 1895 Washington St., 
751-5086/7427
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-��!��;!#���������#*

GATE 1
Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for 
inbound and outbound traffic.

GATE 2
Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4
Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for 
inbound and outbound traffic.

GATE 5
Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound 
and outbound traffic.

Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday.
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Before the National Park Service was created, 
Buffalo Soldiers were among the first park rangers. 3

25,000
The number of African 
Americans estimated to 
have served in the U.S. Army 
between 1866 and 1917. 1

The number of African 
Americans who received 
the Medal of Honor between 
1870 and 1898. 323

LT. HENRY FLIPPER

In 1877,  FLIPPER became 
the first African American 
to graduate from the U.S. 
Military Academy. He 
refused a command 
position in the 
Liberian Army to take 
a role as officer in the 
Buffalo Soldiers. 2

Buffalo Soldiers have been 
commemorated with statues 

and museums in such places 
as FORT LEAVENWORTH, 

Kansas, FORT BLISS, Texas, 
JUNCTION CITY, Kansas, 

and TUCSON, Arizona.2

INFOGRAPHIC SOURCES
1 George O. Tamblyn, “Buffalo Soldiers.” The American 
Mosaic: The African American Experience, ABC-CLIO, 
2016.

2 Encyclopedia of Race and Racism. Ed. John Hart-
well Moore. Vol. 1, 2016.

3 Bureau of Land Management 

1867: BUFFALO SOLDIERS
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Sweetheart ball
More than 350 moms, dads, aunts, uncles, grandparents and children danced the night 
away at the Sweethearts Ball held at the Solomon Center Saturday night.

Photos by JENNIFER STRIDE

COMMUNITY



HONORS
$� ����.��/�*�	���+�+ !<*�/���#!!*
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.
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